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NOTE DE L EDITEUR

Le systeme de présentation des documents dans ce volume est le
méme que celui adopté dans le volume XXVI. Voir explication
au verso.

Les documents anglais, francais et allemands sont comme aupara-
vant reproduits dans la langue originale; par suite de I'absence d'un
personnel soviétique d’édition, il est impossible de publier des docu-
ments en langue russe. Les documents dont l'original est dans une
langue autre que le francais, l'anglais ou !'allemand sont publiés
dans I'une de ces trois langues.

Les documents sont, & moins d’indication contraire, publiés in
extenso et on a pris soin d'en donner une reproduction aussi fidéle
que possible; les fautes de grammaire et d'orthographe, les coquilles
et autres erreurs contenues dans l'original n'ont pas été corrigées.

L'Editeur du Procés-verbal.




DOCUMENT UK-065.

NOTE EXPLICATIVE:

Le document UK-65 (cote d’andience GB-224) est identique au document C-157
et reproduit sous ce dernier numéro,

DOCUMENT UK-066.

RAPPORT DE LA SECTION ANGLAISE DES CRIMES DE GUERRE
PRES DU QUARTIER GENERAL DES TROUPES ALLIEES, SUR LES
MESURES ALLEMANDES DE REPRESAILLES CONTRE LES PARTI-
SANS EN ITALIE ET SUR LES CRUAUTES COMMISES CONTRE LA
POPULATION CIVILE, DE MARS 1944 A AVRIL 1945. CE DOCUMENT
COMPREND LES ANNEXES SUIVANTES: DECRET DE KEITEL, DU
16 DECEMBRE 1942: PAR ORDRE DE HITLER, LA TROUPE DOIT
AGIR SANS PITIE DANS LA LUTTE CONTRE LES PARTISANS,
MEME CONTRE LES FEMMES ET LES ENFANTS; AUCUN MEMBRE
DE LA TROUPE NE PEUT ETRE PUNI POUR SON ATTITUDE LORS
DU COMBAT. ORDRE DE KESSELRING, DU 17 JUIN 1944, SUR LA
LUTTE CONTRE LES BANDES EN TERRITOIRE ITALIEN : KESSEL-
RING COUVRIRA TOUT CHEF QUI AGIRA DUREMENT AU COURS
DE LA LUTTE CONTRE LES BANDES. ORDRE DE KESSELRING DU
ler JUILLET 1944: LES METHODES LES PLUS RIGOUREUSES DOI-
VENT ETRE EMPLOYEES DANS LA LUTTE CONTRE LES BANDES;
PRENDRE DES OTAGES ET LES FUSILLER EN CAS DE VIOLENCES
COMMISES DANS LES ENDROITS INFESTES DE BANDES; AU CAS
OU LES SOLDATS ESSUIENT LES FEUX D'UNE LOCALITE, LA
LOCALITE DOIT ETRE INCENDIEE; LES AUTEURS OU LES CHEFS
DE GROUPE DOIVENT ETRE PUBLIQUEMENT PENDUS. PROCLA-
MATION DE LA KOMMANDANTUR LOCALE DE COVOLO, EN DATE
DU 11 JUILLET 1944: POUR CHAQUE BLESSE APPARTENANT A LA
WEHRMACHT, 50 HOMMES SERONT FUSILLES SUR LE LIEU DE
L’ATTENTAT, ET POUR CHAQUE MORT, 100 HOMMES SERONT
FUSILLES. (COTE D’AUDIENCE GB-274.)

EXPLANATORY NOTE:

Certified by Sir David Maxwell-Fyfe, 19 Nov 1945; report typewritten; appen-
dices photo copies with typed English trans; trans, not reproduced, except in
case of D™, which orig. is Italian and not reproduced; each page of document
stamped “War Office, A.G.3” (red ink) at lower right corner, except first
page, which is stamped at top, right of center; 5 parts ;
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Pyrtd

The British War Crimes Section of the Allied Force Headquarters
has investigated fully a' number of cases of German reprisals for
partisan activity in Italy, committed between April and November,
1944. In addition it has been established that information received
from many sources on a further large number of atrocities com-
mitted between March 1944 and April 1945, is substantially correct.

A study of all these cases reveals that there is a striking similar-
ity in the facts. The incident invariably opens with the killing or
wounding of a German soldier or soldiers by partisans; reprisal
activity is then initiated either by the troops immediately on the
spot or in more serious cases, by the arrival of definite units and
formations specially detailed for the purpose. There is no taking
of hostages in the normal sense of the word, but a number of people
are selected haphazardly from the local population and are killed
by shooting or hanging, whilst whole villages or certain farms or
houses are destroyed by fire. In a number of cases an announcement
is then made to the population that the action taken was a reprisal
for the death of a German soldier and will be repeated should
further attacks on Germans take place.

A typical example is the CIVITELLA atrocity, one of those cases
which has been completely investigated. Partisan Bands had been
operating in the area, attacking lone German lorries and motor
cycles. On JUNE 18th, 1944, two German soldiers weré killed and
a third wounded in a fight with Partisans in the village of CIVI-
TELLA. Fearing reprisals, the inhabitants evacuated the village
but when the Germans discovered this, punitive action was post-
poned. On JUNE 29th, 1944, when the local inhabitants were return-
ing and were feeling secure once more, the Germans carried out
a well organised reprisal, combing the neighbourhood. Innocent
inhabitants were often shot on sight. During that day 212 men,
women and children in the immediate district were killed. Some
of the dead women were found completely naked. In the course of
investigations, a nominal roll of the dead has been compiled, and
is complete with the exception of a few names where bodies could
not be identified. Ages of the dead ranged from 1 year to 84 years.
Approximately 100 houses were destroyed by fire; some of the vie-
tims were burned alive in their homes.

On DECEMBER 16th, 1942, KEITEL issued an order relating to
the combatting of Partisans. This order was captured in Crete. (A
copy, with English translation, is annexed hereto and marked ‘A’).
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UK-066
— Page 2 —

On JUNE 17th and JULY 1st, 1944, KESSELRING issued orders
on this subject.. (Copies, with English translations, are annexed
hereto and marked ‘B’ and ‘C’). Document ‘B’ was found at KES-
SELRING's HQ., after the surrender of the German Forces, whilst
Document ‘C’ was found amongst the records of the Ortskom-
mandatur, Castiglione dei Popoli, Nr. BOLOGNA. Other evidence of
the issue of this second order to German formations has been found.

A comparison of Documents ‘A’, ‘B’, and ‘C’ makes it clear that
KESSELRING’s orders were in accordance with a policy laid down
by the Supreme Command. Documents are held proving that this

general policy was dictated to lower commands in the German Army
in Italy.

Evidence has been found to show that a large number of the
atrocities in Italy was committed by the HERMANN GOERING
PARACHUTE PANZER DIVISION. Notable offenders also were
1 PARACHUTE DIVISION, 16 SS PANZER GRENADIER DIVISION
and 114 Light DIVISION.

The orders of the German Command were made known to the
local population in a series of notices which were exhibited in towns
and villages throughout German-occupied Italy and were published
in newspapers. (A specimen copy of a typical Notice to the inhabi-
tants of COVOLO is annexed hereto and marked ‘D)

In the cases on which reliable information is held, it is considered
that a conservative estimate of the number of persons who met their
deaths at the hands of the German soldiery, is more than 7,500 men,
women and children ranging in years from infancy to extreme old
age. In the Ardeatine Caves case in Rome, alone, 335 men were shot.
Many other reports have not yet been substantiated, but it is cer-
tain that the total of innocent Italian civilians who were killed in
such reprisals is very much greater than the number given above.

APPENDIX.

Sources of information on which this report
; is based.

1. 127 German official documents collected by AFH.Q.

2. Official A.F.H.Q. reports resulting from the investigation of the
following atrocity cases:
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Der Fiihrer hat hierzu befohlen:

l) Der Feind setzt im Bandenkampf fanatische, kommunistisch ge-
schulte Kdmpfer ein, die vor keiner Gewalttat zuriickschrecken.
Es geht hier mehr denn je um Sein oder Nichtsein. Mit sol-
datischer Ritterlichkeit oder mit den Vereinbarungen in der
Genfer Konvention hat dieser Kampf nichts mehr zu tun.

Wenn dieser Kampf gegen die Banden sowohl im Osten wie auf
dem Balkan nicht mit den allerbrutalsten Mitteln gefiihrt wird,
so reichen in absehbarer Zeit die verfiigbaren Krifte nicht mehr
aus, um dieser Pest Herr zu werden.

* Die Truppe ist daher berechtigt und verpflichtet, in diesem Kampf
ohne Einschriankung auch gegen Frauen und Kinder jedes Mittel
** anzuwenden, wenn es nur zum Erfolg fiihrt.

Rucksichten, gleich welcher Art, sind ein Verbrechen gegen das
deutsche Volk und den Soldaten an der Front, der die Folgen
der Bandenanschlidge zu tragen hat und keinerlei Verstindnis fiir
irgendwelche Schonung der Banden und ihrer Mitliufer haben
kann.

Diese Grundsdtze miissen auch die Anwendung der ,Kampf-
anweisung fiir die Bandenbekdmpfung im Osten* beherrschen.

2) Kein in der Bandenbekidmpfung eingesetzter Deutscher darf
wegen seines Verhaltens im Kampf gegen die
Banden undihre Mitldufer disziplinarisch oder kriegs-
gerichtlich zur Rechenschaft gezogen werden.

Die Befehlshaber der im Bandenkampf emgesetzten Truppen
sind daflir verantwortlich, dass

simtliche Offiziere der ihnen unterstellten Einheiten iiber
diesen Befehl umgehend in der eindringlichsten Form be-
lehrt werden,

ihre Rechtsberater von diesem Befehl sofort Kenntnis erhalten,
keine Urteile bestdtigt werden, die diesem Befehl wider-

sprechen.
gez. Keitel
Fd. R. dA.
gez, Unterschrift
Hauptmann
FdRdAdA.

Oberkriegsgerichtsrat d.Lw.
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